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» POLL FROM 1B

infer what someone would be
like as & judge.”

The poll is sent to all 6,600
lawyers in Broward. This year,
1,142 lawyers responded, and
each lawyerrated judges and
candidates as not qualified,
qualified or extremely quali-
fied in two categories: ability
and temperment.

None of the three candi-
dates for the circuit vacancy
fared well, and all received the
most votes in the “not quali-
fied" category.

Beach, a former county
commissioner and private law-
yer who does contract work
for the attorney general's
office but has no trial experi-
ence, was deemed not quali-
fied in judicial ability by 204
fellow lawyers. She was ranked
as qualified in ability by 75 and
extremely qualified by 45. In
temperament, she was voted
not qualified by 146 lawyers,
qualified by 98 and extremeiy
qualified by 48.

“I'm not discouraged at all
by the results,” Beach said. “1
believe that when I'm elected, I
will win the confidence of
those attorneys who did not
support me.”

Fields, a civil and criminal
trial lawyer and campaign con-
sultant, was deemed not quali-
fied in ability by 154 lawyers.
He was ranked as qualified by
134 lawyers, and extremely
qualified by 107 lawyers. In
temperament, he was voted
not qualified by 158 lawyers,
qualified by 108 lawyers and
extremely qualified by 98.

“I'm very bappy with my
numbers, but I think that
there’'s a general dislike of
elective judges and 1 think we
are victims of that,” Fields
said. “I can assure you that if [
were elected to the bench,
these numbers would only get
better.”

Hurley, a trial lawyer and
Navy veteran, was voted
unqualified in ability to serve
on the bench by 194 lawyers.
He was ranked as qualified by
66 lawyers, and extremely
qualified by 22. In temperment,
he was voted not qualified by
159 lawyers, qualified by 61,
and extremely qualified by 26.

Hurley had no comment on
the poll.

. In the lone potential county
iudicial race. Miami-Dade

| RATING THE JUDGES

Every two years, Broward County attorneys are asked to rate judges with whom they
are familiar, The key: N/Q - Not Qualified; Q - Qualified; E/Q - Extremely Qualified.

CIRCUIT COURT ABILITY TEMPERAMENT
CIVIL DIVISION N/Q Q E/Q N/Q Q E/Q |
Robert L. Andrews 10.9% 51.6% 37.5% 125% 53.6% 33.8% .
George A. Brescher 70% 59.3% 337% 34% 423% 54.3%
Miette K. Burnstein 88% 484% 42.8% 10.68% 4598% 43.3%
Patricia W. Cocalis 70% 48.4% 43.7% 7.8% 47.7% 44.4%
J. Leonard Fieet 8% 49.9% 38.3% 17.0% 47.0% 36.0%
Charles M. Greene 1% 494% 43.6% 82% 47.1% 44.7%
Pattl Englander Henning 148% 808% 24.8% 14.0% 58.2% 28.8%
Thomas M. Lynch IV 50% 46.9% 48.2% 3.7% 38.4% 59.8% -
John A, Miller 11.8% §59.5% 28.7% 9.1% 520% 38.8%
Leroy H. Moe 23.7% 56.8% 19.5% 312% 52.3% 16.5%
Estella M. Mortaty 1B5% 47.9% 38.6% 21.8% 46.8% 254%
W. Herbert Morlaty 54% 469% 47.6% 51% 38.0% 56.9%
Leonard L. Stafford 18.2% 60.8% 20.0% 108% 547% 345%
Jeffrey E. Streitfeld 70% 35.4% 57.6% 281% 435% 27.4%
CRIMINAL DIVISION N/Q Q E/Q N/Q [+] E/Q
Paul L. Backman 12.2% 47.8% 40.0% 268% 41.4% 31.8%
James|. Cohn §.7% 30.6% 54.7% 6.7% 344% 58.9%
Anal. Gardiner 14.8% 65.0% 20.4% 9.6% 54.2% 362%
Marc H. Gold 22.0% 54.1% 23.9% 23.6% 4B5% 27.9%
Barry Goldstein 44.9% 399% 15.2% 378% 398% 22.3%
flona M. Holmes 10.8% 46.4% 42.9% 16.8% 38.4% 44.8%
AHred J. Horowitz 53% 46.2% 48.5% 60% 413% 627%
Joyce A. Julian 14.8% 59.2% 26.2% 14.9% 53.6% 315%
Stanton S. Xaplan 95% 36.8% 53.8% 138% 41.4% 448%
Susan Lebow 15.0% 428% 42.2% 1.7% 384% 49.8% .
Melanie G. May 29% 34.7% 62.4% 33% 205% 67.2%
Robert A. Rosenberg 15.4% 504% 34.2% 10.4% 58.2% 355%
Ronald J. Rothschild 3.4% 30.6% 86.0% 28% 19.8% 77.5%
Shelidon M. Schapira 388% 417% 188% 533%  32.1% 148%
Victor Tobin 72% 50.6% 42.2% 8.0% 486% 424%
Peter M. Weinstein 29.1%  54.1%  16.8% 15.2% 53.0% 3.7%
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE DIVISION N/Q Q E/Q N/Q Q E/Q
Geofirsy D. Cohen 204% 520% 218% 34.0% 822% 239%
Dorian Damoorgian 8.0% 61.3% 30.7% 55% 557% 38.8%
FAMILY DIVISION N/Q Q E/Q N/Q Q E/Q
Arthur M. Birken 70% 421% 50.9% 14.4% 42.8% 43.0%
Robert B. Carney It 72% 556%  37.2% 10.0% 589% 331%
Richard D. Eade 87% 56.7% 34.8% 3% 50.7%  38.0%
Renee Goldenberg 120% 48.4% 38.8% 225% 520% 255%
Julie Koenig 26.2% 48.5% 253% 24.0% 49.8% 26.3%
Lawrence L. Korda 17.1% 54.5% 28.4% 17.6% 50.8% 31.6%
Dale Ross 32.3% 437% 24.0% 424% 373% 204%
Linda L. Vitale 23.0% 514% 256% 20.8% 55.2% 24.0%
Howard Zeidwig 48% 409% 544% 49% 352% 58.9%
JUVENILE DiVISION N/Q Q E/Q N/Q Q E/Q
Susan J. Aramony 14.7% 51.71% 33.8% 12.7% 502% 37.1%
Robert Collins 1% 485% 40.4% 8.3% 444% 483%
Robert J. Fogan 18.5% 469% 33.8% 15.1% 425% 42.5%
John A. Frusciante 88% 43.5% 47.9% 76% 398% 528%:*
John 7. Luzzo 15.7% 48.7% 37.8% 15.9% 812% 43.0%
PROBATE DIVISION N/Q Q E/Q N/Q Q E/Q
Melvin B. Grossman 187% 48.8% 32.8% 279% A4T% 204%
Larry Seldlin 19.0% 48.4% 31.6% 1N5% 48.2% 40.3%
Mark A. Speiser 8.4% 50.5% 43.1% 79% AB4% 438%
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3 Broward judicial candidates get
low marks in Bar’s lawyer survey

BY CARDLINE J. KEOUGH
ckeough@®herald.com

All three candidates for the open
Broward Circuit judicial vacancies
fared poorly in the Broward County
Bar Association poll of judicial qualifi-
cations released Tuesday.

Marcia Beach, Sam Fields and John
“Jay” Hurley, all Broward lawyers
who have never served on the bench,
were rated for ability and tempera-
ment along with all Broward judges
and judicial candidates. More than 60
percent of lawyers polled deemed
Beach and Hurley unqualified in their

ability to serve on the bench; nearly
40 percent said Fields was unquali-
fied. .

The biannual poll, in which all
Broward lawyers are asked to rate
judges, is viewed by the legal commu-
nity as part popularity contest, part
honest assessment of the judiciary.

“I like the Bar poll — I consider it
like a barometer,” said Chief Judge
Dale Ross. “You can't tell what the
weather is like with just a barometer.
You need temperature and wind
speed and other things, but it's a fair
and accurate indicator.”

One change in this year's poll from

years past is that lawyers were specifi-
cally asked to rate only judges they'd
appeared in front of in the last two
years.

“We don't wart this to be a popu-
larity contest or a name recognition
contest,” said Frank C. Waiker, presi-
dent of the Broward County Bar Asso-
ciation. “In years past, we'd asked the
lawyers to rate only judges they were
personally familiar with, but we
wanted to be more specific.”

One of the factors that the poll
doesn't take into account, because
lawyers aren't in a position to know, is
the judge’s caseload, Ross said.

In the case of candidate:
aren't currently on the bench
Hurley, Fields and Beach — 1z
must predict what they think a
lawyer might be like as a judge

“The standard here is qualifi
for judge, and these people
judges,” Walker said. “So it's a
ent standard when it's appl
someone who isn’t a sitting jud
there are other factors that you




